CERTI FI CATI ON OF ENROLLMENT

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1021

Chapter 91, Laws of 2013

63rd Legislature
2013 Regul ar Session

CHI LD CUSTODY CASES- - ABDUCTI ON BY PARENT- - | NFORVATI ON

EFFECTI VE DATE: 07/28/13

Passed by the House February 25, 2013

Yeas 92 Nays O

FRANK CHOPP

Speaker of the House of Representatives

Passed by the Senate April 16, 2013
Yeas 46 Nays O

BRAD OVEN

Presi dent of the Senate
Approved May 1, 2013, 1:43 p.m

JAY | NSLEE

Governor of the State of Washi ngton

CERTI FI CATE

I, Barbara Baker, Chief derk of
the House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, do hereby
certify that the attached is
SUBSTITUTE HOUSE BILL 1021 as
passed by t he House of
Representatives and the Senate on
t he dates hereon set forth.

BARBARA BAKER
Chi ef derk

FI LED
May 1, 2013

Secretary of State
State of Washi ngton



[ —

©O© 00 N o 0o b

10
11

12
13

14
15
16
17

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1021

Passed Legislature - 2013 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 Regul ar Session
By House Judiciary (originally sponsored by Representative Hal er)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 15/ 13.

AN ACT Relating to educating parents of the harnful effects of
parental abduction; and addi ng a new section to chapter 26.09 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 26.09 RCW
to read as foll ows:

In any proceedi ng under this chapter where the custody or care of
a mnor child is at issue or in dispute, information on the harnfu
effects of parental abduction shall be included in any packet of
information or materials provided to the parties, or in any parenting
class or semnar that is offered to or required of the parties. The
i nformation shall include the foll ow ng:

PAVMPHLET REGARDI NG THE HARMFUL EFFECTS OF PARENTAL ABDUCTI ON I N
CHI LD CUSTCODY CASES

Child custody disputes can sonetines |ead one parent or the other
to abduct one or nore of their children. Each year approximately two
hundred fifty thousand children in the United States are abducted by a
noncust odi al or custodial parent in violation of the | aw
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Chil d abduction, including abduction by a parent, commonly | eads to
grow ng fear, confusion, and general m strust on the part of the child.
Parental abduction nmeans a |oss of the parent |eft behind, extended
famly, friends, pets, comunity, and famliar surroundings that
provide children with a sense of security and wel | -being. Such | osses
may be very traumatic for a child leading to | ong-term adverse effects
as the child grows.

Gven the need to maintain secrecy by the abducting parent,
children who are parentally abducted often:

(1) Fail to receive an adequate educati on;

(2) Fail to receive adequate nedical care;

(3) Live in substandard housi ng;

(4) Are told the parent left behind is a bad person, does not want
the child, or is deceased,

(5) Are instructed to lie to remain anonynous and hi dden;

(6) Are fearful of |eaving their residence;

(7) Are fearful of encountering | aw enforcenent and other security
personnel .

| f and when returned, abducted children often |live in apprehension
of being abducted again. Just as abused children may identify with and
seek the approval of their abuser, abducted children may do the sane
with their abductor. Once returned the child may feel anger and
resentnment at the parent who was | eft behind because the child now does
not have visitation or comrmuni cation with the abducting parent.

The returned child may suffer loyalty <conflicts, enotional
detachnment, and feelings of betrayal by providing information about the
abducting parent who broke the law. An inability to trust adults in
general can hinder the child' s ability to form lasting relationships
even | ong i nto adul t hood.

If the child is very young when abducted and is returned as an
ol der child, the child my suffer serious negative enotional effects
because the child feels as if he or she is returned to a stranger and
therefore the return to the parent who was originally | eft behind seens
i ke an abduction itself.

Parents need to understand that even though their relationship with
each other may be strained or even toxic, their children often have a
strong, loving, trusting relationship with both parents.

SHB 1021. SL p. 2
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A parent who is considering abducting his or her child should know
and understand the potential short-termand |long-termtraunatic inpacts
t hat parental abduction has on a child and consider only those actions
that will be lawful and will contribute to the child' s best interests.

Passed by the House February 25, 2013.

Passed by the Senate April 16, 2013.

Approved by the Governor May 1, 2013.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 1, 2013.
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